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_ The Getty Tomb is rectangular in form, with dimensions nf 
approximately 14 feet in width znd W feet in depth. It is 
constructed of grey Bedford Limestone, and rests ur ; a 12 inch 
-ase, mace of four slabs of the same limestone. The base extends 
approximately lb incnes beyond the walls. A slab roof, more than 
12 inches deep, covers the tomb and also projects slightly beyond 
tnp walls. The top of this roof is not flat, but has three broad 
convex indentations running its full width, making the top of the 
roof appear scalloped when viewed from either side of the tomb. 
A oand cf intricate foliate basrelief ornament trims the lower 
part of the four edges of the roof D 

An arched doorway penetrates the front wall of the tomb, and 
d semicircular window, or lunette, penetrates each of the two sice ^ 
walls . 



The limestone blocks of the lower half of each wall are of 
smooth ashlar finish, while the upper half of each wall is covered 
an incised all-eHrer pattern of octagonal panels enclosing eight- 
pointed stars. On the front and two side walls, wide arches tnat 
osqin above the ashlar finish surround the top part of the doorway 
and the lunettes* The deep widge— shape stones, or voussoirs, that 
rorm each arch are incised with four concentric semicircular oands 
of foliate ornament that alternate with smooth surfaces. 
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The outer gates of the entrance and the grilles in the deep- 
set lunettes are bronze with pierced designs of Sullivan's intricate "2 
ornament. Behind the outer qates and deep within the doorway is 
the solid entrance door, also bronze, which is covered with bas- ° 
relief ornamenu 
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nna ^! h « V y Mausoleum, or Getty Tomb, has long been reoarded as 

one ot the finest structures designed by Louis Henry Sullivan, architect, 
writer, and philosopher. Sullivan, although partially educated at the 

JL att!^i y t" f EC0l V? s Beau * A ** ^ Paris, was a major force In 

™m^F t0 . cr f a * e f" original, indigenous American architecture. He 
Th™ Cl ^f, Iy ejected all literal historic precendent in his designs 

b«!«« J ??%""' t6n e ? bellUhed with his uni < ue "Yl« °f ornament, 
base on foliate or geometric forms which he conceived as being of, instead 

llZlul* *"««*• s U "Iv.n literacy "grew" his ornamen Vt f 

SinSi :, ii s ! a J d t0 have drawn the deslgn for th * 9 ates ° nt ^ 

v "r:,; 11 SlZe % ™ S bUUdin9 1S *>"«"«»< to possess some 
or ouiuvan s finest ornament. 

Although Sullivan was to die in peverty in 1924, this buildinq was 
designed at the height of his career, in 1890, or roughly at the saJ time 

*IT til t' Waln «^ Building (1891), the Schiller Building (1S52J, 

and the Transportation Building 'for the Columbian Exposition (1893). His- 
iZl Hi ItU n 1U aL thS S^ 1 "*?*" * **« parson, Pirie ITcolh 
Owat»nnJ m7 ': n n L*f Tl V ° { * ml1 banks ' ra0£t not ^ly that at I 

£ was a'ma or^in lui rf '' ^^ h ^ bulldlngs and Ute " his **«nqs. ! 
+ ?J! a , maJor I^*lu«nce on numerous architects, oarticularly Ms one- 
time employee, Frank Lloyd Wright. ' l ™ LaT3 -Y "** one ; 

' n«n lTri f t hl f Glf said that the Getty Tomb was "entirely Sullivan's ! 

' se^sibiHtf!, 8CUl ? tUr rl' 3 StatUe ' a <^ eat P«» add«.ied to hu^an 

. sensibilities as such. Ou t6ide the realfn of JJ UBlc what f J^ ,™^,, j 

i cast 15* th« 9 H ifiCanCe ° f th K S deSign was wl Y »Mgni»ed abroad; a plas-er : 
| ^PositlJn^flSr Wa ^ GXMbited arld «»l*d -n award at the Paris^ 35 '^ 

r- ^w 1 rUCtUre Itself, built as the tomb of Carrie Eliza Gettv «<>- \ 

dm u f the ot bu,rrpi" e tCh f lcago h ^r™ n > is ^.tii",,^:^!^ : 

a p^^romlullltn 1 ' ' ^ S^J^TSS" iSSr^nS^nl '* "r* """ ■ 




MAX.; BiSUOGSAPHICAt. REFERENCES 



Andrews, Wayne. Architecture t Ambition^ , ^nd. A mericans. New York: The i : re(_ 

Press, 1S64„ p. 219. 
S-sh-irown , Albert* Lo^is Sullivan . ^Jew York; George brazil ler, I''-;:. , 1 V._ , 

- r r, 20,21, photos 29-32. 
Cc^elv, WUlarda Loui s . ^U lvan ac He I t l v t?d. New Yurk, Horizon Prf;&s, Inc. 

l^cO, p. 127-6, 133, 149, 159, 215, 304-5. pis. 23,24, 
Duncan, Hugh Dalziel. Culture an d democracy* The bodminster Press, 19t !_ . , 

p- S=. 
Morrison, Huqh. Louis Sullivan, P rophet of . Modern Architecture. N ew York: 
'jo. GEOGRAP^icJtrpATA W '* * ttoTtpn-fi-egrr-t?35« \i* 210-229, plb. 39,40. ConUnuip d 



Uf: A I INL THE f" J HfU 



'I .A VlT'JtE 

; D*grets MlnutffS Stegndi 



SE 



L Q N m T I J O F-" 



Dugreat Minutes SetonJi 



LJELFIWtWr, 



L. A II II I [ - 



H I'OlN i OF A : 
I *M TfN 4CRF2 



Degree:. Minute?; Spccrvds 

41.. 5V. 4& 



^i.- ■ y r - 



Degrees ^iiLte;; Ser 



degrees V: n 

E7 3 



J2 - 



i 



ilsn.'VIMSTE A CH F- A GE O F NOMINATED PHOHB1V: J" 9CTC 
. f" A. . SH-ES ANC- COUNIll I FOR PROP F.R TITS OVFBLM'I'INIi STATE. OH COONTV EtOU N D A H I II: 



m 



COUNT i; 



COUNT*! 



COUNTV . 



jit. FORM PREPARED BY 

In^ME -NE TITLE! 



-ienry Povilas, Administrative Assistant^ 



. 1.NI Z A T1 ON 



I Comm ission on Chicago .Historical & Architej;tuj_al_landfflaik5.. 



' 5 ■ R E F. 1 am:- \ 'J M ^ f. r 



JJ20 North CJarkiitreet, Roorn 800 



i. 



■ T ^ OH •■ 0>V*N . 



jChjcagc ^ 

\17. STATE LIAISON OFFSCEft CfeRflFtCA.llON" 



Illinois . „_ .i.. „ , X. 7 

[ NAT I OKA t ftEGtSTEH VERIFICATION 



As *ht- designated KtHte NiHisnn Officer for the Na- 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 f Public I, aw 
89-MS5). I hereby nomirjEtte this property for inclusion 
in Die National Register and certify that it has been 
f vf.lnatf.'d ^ccordinK to the c-iterla and procedures set 
forth hy ihn National Park Service. The recommended 
level Lif significance of this nomination is: 

N .1 1 iona 1 X Stu it- [.:"| Local | ~"| 



N.mif 



'! it If: 



Dale 



I hereby certify that ihiw jiroperty is included m the 
Niitiuruil Kegister. 



Piracfur, Office o/ /*rc»iBoIo£y and His forte Pmservatinn 



iil'c 



ATTKST: 



Keepnr of The Nuti'vynl Mofli.^'LT 



Dale 



TO 

d 

n 



5^r 53 J. .^9 4 



ILLINOIS HISTORIC SITES SURVEY INVENTORY 



CK- N -6 



PcjO IMC-i 



y 



1. Name of Site: . 

Common Getty Tomb 
Historic 

2.. Location: 

Street and Number 
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Graceland Cemetery (Clark& Irving Park) in the rear 
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( ) Public 
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Louis Sullivan designed - reputed to be "the beginning 
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During the course of the Survey we often. find it necessary to search for 
references for a particular site. When filling out the Survey form, please list 
according to the following example, published references to the site for which 
forms are being completed. If a bibliography can be compiled, it will greatly 
deduct from the Survey's task. 
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